262                 UFE  AJKD  PUBLIC  SERVICES  O$
charge of their official duties which they were required to obey; and it seems certain from various communications of facts in relation to the mode of carrying out the registration, that they were so regarded by the members of the Boards, and that they not only influenced, but in point of fact, controlled the proceedings of the different Boards.
In consequence of this, and as the time for the revision of the registration in the State of Texas is now at hand, and the duty of making the revision will, it is probable, in a great degree be performed by persons who are members of the Boards of Registration, to which the 'c Memoranda " in question were distributed for their guidance, the Major-General Commanding deems it of importance that the members of the Boards of Registration, and the people at large, should be informed that the 4' Memoranda" before referred to, distributed from tke headquarters of this Military District, are null and of no effect, and are not now to be regarded by the Boards of Registration in making their decisions; and that the members of the Boards are to look to the laws, and to the laws alone, for the rules* which are to govern them in the discharge of the delicate and important duties imposed upon them.
For this*purpose, they will be furnished with copies of the acts of Congress relating to this subject, and of the amendment (known as Article XIV.) to the Constitution of the United States.
In case of questions arising as to the right of any individual to be registered, the person deeming himself aggrieved is entitled to his appeal from the decision of the Board, and the Boards are directed to make a full statement of the facts in such cases, and to forward the same to these headquarters without unnecessar}r delay.
By command of MAJOR-GENERAL HANCOCK. [Official.]hat they constituted rules prescribed to them for their government in the dis- the Command-ing General, only an error of construction, would now t>Q $or standing by Mrs, Surratt in her terrible ordeal. I my*the purpose of said trial and attendance
